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Storm Data and Unusual Weather Phenomena WL
Time Path Path Number of Estimated February 1998
Local/ Length Width Persons Damage
Location Date Standard (Miles) (Yards) Killed Injured __Property Grops Character of Storm

INDIANA, South Central

INZ076>079-083>084- Orange - Washington - Scott - Jefferson - Dubois - Crawford - Perry - Harrison - Floyd - Clark
089>092

04 0700EST 0 0 Heavy Snow
06 0800EST

A freak winter storm dumped 10 to 20 inches of snow across south central Indiana from around daybreak February 4 to the morning
of February 6. Roads were slick and hazardous and in some spots impassable. Trees and power lines were also downed due to the
weight of the wet snow. Floyd and Harrison counties were declared states of emergencies. The responsible storm system took a
typical winter time path from the Gulf Coast and northeast along the Atlantic Coast. However, due to the strength of the system and
its slow movement, enough deep layered moisture was pulled into the system from the Atlantic Ocean, that the moisture was able to
negotiate the Appalacian Mountains bringing heavy snows much further west than typical "nor'easters." The system finally winded
down during the day of February 6 as the responsible low pressure system lifted northeast further out to sea

KENTUCKY, Central

KYZ023>024-026>043- Hancock - Breckinridge - Ohio - Grayson - Hardin - Bullitt - Jefferson - Oldham - Trimble - Henry - Shelby - Franklin -

045>049-053>057- Scott - Harrison - Spencer - Anderson - Woodford - Fayette - Bourbon - Nicholas - Nelson - Washington - Mercer -

061>067-070>078-081>082 Jessamine - Clark - Larue - Marion - Boyle - Garrard - Madison - Butler - Edmonson - Hart - Green - Taylor - Casey -
Lincoln - Logan - Warren - Simpson - Allen - Barren - Monroe - Metcalfe - Adair - Russell - Cumberland - Clinton
03 1800EST 3 4 Heavy Snow
06 0800EST
A freak winter storm dumped as much as 25 inches of snow on parts of Kentucky from the evening of February 3 to the morning of
February 6. Most of the Kentucky counties were declared states of emergency by the morning of February 5 as trees and power lines
were down across a large area of the Louisville County Warning Area and roads became snow covered, slick, hazardous and in some
remote places inpassable. Over the three days, 3 people were killed and four injured across the Louisville CWA. One four year old
boy was killed and 4 injured in a multi-car pileup on Interstate 65 in Louisville. A 71 year old man in Louisville was run crushed by
his own truck as he and another man tried to free it from a snow drift. Also, a 35 year old man was killed in a traffic accident in
Taylorsville. The storm system took a typical winter time path from the Gulf Coast and northeast along the Atlantic coast. However,
due to the strength of the system and its slow movement, enough deep layered moisture was pulled into the system from the Atlantic
Ocean, that the moisture was able to negotiate the Appalacian Mountains bringing heavy snows much further west than typical
"nor'easters”. The initial heavy snows started on the evening of February 3 in the southeast parts of the Louisville CWA and then
spread north reaching the Louisville metropolitan area by shortly before sunrise on February 4. By 7 am est February 4, an area of 10
plus inch accumulations spread from Adair county northeast into Clark county and by 7 pm est, 10 plus accumulation totals stretched
all the way to the Ohio River. By the afternoon of February 5, most of the heavy snow was confined to an area north of a Lexington
to Louisville line. Snowfall depths as of the afternoon of February 6 ranged from 4 inches across southwest portions of the Louisville
CWA (Cumberland, Logan, and Simpson counties) to as much as 25 inches at New Castle in Henry county. However, these
numbers were lower than the actual snowfall amounts due to packing and some melting. 36 of the 49 counties in the Kentucky
portion of the Louisville CWA had at least 10 total inches of snow on the ground at this time. Louisville had an all-time storm total
snowfall of 22.4 inches eclipsing the old record (15.9 inches on January 16-17, 1994) by an astonishing 6.5 inches. From the evening
of February 5 until daybreak February 6, parts of Oldham county had an addition 11 inches of new snow on the ground. Highest
snowfall amounts were in the central and north parts of the state where anywhere from 12 to to near 30 inches of snow was reported
over the entire period. Areas well to the southwest of Louisville generally ranged from 5 to 10 inches of total snow. The system
finally winded down during the day Friday as the responsible low pressure system lifted northeast further out to sea. MA4OT,
M710T, M350T
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KENTUCKY, Central

KYZ042>043-045 Bourbon - Nicholas - Nelson
12 0400EST 0 0 Flood
14 0500EST

Stoner Creek at Paris had minor flooding cresting at 19.2 feet (flood stage is 18 feet) at 6 pm est on January 12. The Rolling Fork of
the Salt River crested at 36.0 feet (flood stage is 35 feet) at 6 pm est on January 13. This resulted in minor flooding with agricultural
bottomland under water. Finally, the Licking River at Blue Lick Springs crested at 26.3 feet (flood stage is 25 feet) at 445 pm est on
January 12 resulting in minor agricultural bottomland flooding



